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Abstract

This article aims to discuss myths of power shown in folktales of the Tai Tribe in
the Anthology of Tai Folktales by Yan Xiang, published in 2009 by Publishing House of
Yunnan People, Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of China. Roland Barthes’ ideas of

myths are applied in the study; findings are reported as a descriptive analysis.
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Three myths of power are found in the folktales studied, including 1) myths of
power in family, Tai families were patriarchal; males were dominant in courtship, education
and professions. Females were inferior. 2) Myths of governmental power, males were the
governer of communities, judging conflicts and giving suggestions for solving problems;
males were also the protective spirits of villiages. These reflected beliefs of Tai people
that males possessed power over females. 3) Myths of economical power, shown in dual
classes of the rich and the poor. The lower class lived their lives beneath power of the
high class, having no right to negotiate with the weathies. This showed inequalities of
classes in Tai tribe.

Keywords: myth, folktale, Tai Tribe
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